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Meanwhile, “D” Company of the Grenadiers held on firmly 
to its position near Wong Nei Chong Gap, denying the
Japanese use of the one main north-south road across the
island. The Grenadiers inflicted severe casualties on the enemy
and delayed Japanese advances for three days. They held out
until the morning of December 22, when ammunition, food
and water were exhausted and the Japanese had blown in the
steel shutters of the company shelters. Only then did they
surrender. Inside were 37 wounded Grenadiers.

The final phase of the fighting on the western part of the
island consisted of a brave attempt to maintain a continuous
line from Victoria Harbour to the south shore. The Winnipeg
Grenadiers were sent to hold Mount Cameron, an important
height in the line, and they did so despite intense dive-
bombing and mortar attacks. On the night of December 22,
they were forced to retreat as the Japanese once again struck 
in the darkness.

Now the line consisted of the Middlesex Regiment and the
Indian battalions on the left, the Royal Scots on the western
slopes of Mount Cameron, and the Grenadiers in the right
sector to Bennet’s Hill. On the afternoon of December 24, 
the left sector fell and the enemy made further gains on
Mount Cameron. The Grenadiers held their positions against
heavy attacks and on Christmas morning regained some
ground lost at Bennet’s Hill.
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However, after a three-hour truce the Japanese again attacked.
The Allied positions were overrun and the defenders were
forced to surrender.

At 3:15 p.m. Christmas Day, General Maltby advised the
Governor that further resistance was futile. The white flag was
hoisted. On the east side of the island, a company was just
moving forward for an attack when word of the surrender arrived.

After seventeen and a half days of fighting, the defence of
Hong Kong was over. The battle-toughened Japanese were
backed by a heavy arsenal of artillery, total air domination, and
the comfort of knowing that reinforcements were available. In
contrast, the defending Allies, with only non-combative
garrison experience, were exhausted from continual
bombardment, and had fought without relief or reinforcement.

The fact that it took the Japanese until Christmas Day to force
surrender is a testimony to the brave resistance of the
Canadian and other defending troops.

Aftermath
The fighting in Hong Kong ended with immense Canadian
casualties: 290 killed and 493 wounded. The death toll and
hardship did not end with surrender.

Even before the battle had officially ended, Canadians would
endure great hardships at the hands of their Japanese captors.
On December 24, the Japanese overran a makeshift hospital in
Hong Kong, assaulting and murdering nurses and bayoneting
wounded Canadian soldiers in their beds. After the colony
surrendered, the cruelty would continue. For more than three
and a half years, the Canadian POWs were imprisoned in
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Hong Kong and Japan in the foulest of conditions and had to
endure brutal treatment and near-starvation. In the filthy,
primitive POW quarters in northern Japan, they would often
work 12 hours a day in mines or on the docks in the cold,
subsisting on rations of 800 calories a day. Many did not
survive. In all, more than 550 of the 1,975 Canadians who
sailed from Vancouver in October 1941 never returned. 

Remembering their sacrifice
Those Canadians who fought in the defence of Hong Kong
sacrificed much in their efforts to help bring peace and
freedom to the people of Asia and the Pacific. Their task was 
a difficult and costly one, but their sacrifice would serve as 
an example of the kind of effort that would be required to
eventually triumph. The survivors’ ordeal that followed as
prisoners-of-war serves as an additional reminder of the 
great cost of war. 

These combattants were among the more than one million
men and women who served in Canada’s Armed Forces during
the Second World War. More than 42,000 Canadians gave
their lives in the war. Canada and the world recognize the
sacrifices and achievements of all Canadians, like those who
fought in the defence of Hong Kong, who accomplished so
much and left a lasting legacy of peace.
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A memorial has been erected at the Sai Wan Bay War
Cemetery on the island of Hong Kong to honour those who
died in its defence. On this memorial, made of white granite,
are inscribed the names of over 2,000 people, 228 of them
Canadian, who died in Hong Kong and who have no known
grave. Included is the name of Company Sergeant-Major John
Robert Osborn, Winnipeg Grenadiers, who was posthumously
awarded the Victoria Cross.

Below the memorial, the Sai Wan Bay War Cemetery slopes
towards the sea, with a magnificent view of the coastline and
distant hills. Here 283 soldiers of the Canadian Army are
buried, including 107 who are unidentified.

Stanley Military Cemetery is situated just beyond the small
fishing village of Stanley in the southern part of Hong Kong
island, on the Tai Tam Peninsula. Twenty Canadians are
buried here, including one unknown.
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YOKOHAMA BRITISH COMMONWEALTH WAR CEMETERY.



The Yokohama British Commonwealth War Cemetery, 
located at Hodogaya near Yokohama, is the only British
Commonwealth Cemetery in Japan. Here 137 Canadian dead,
most of whom died as prisoners-of-war in Japanese internment
camps, lie with their New Zealand comrades beneath a Cross
of Sacrifice in one of the four sections of the cemetery. 
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